CHAPTER  XI
A POTENT factor in American chemistry was James C. -** Booth (1810-1888), of Philadelphia. Deciding to follow chemistry as a profession, he went to Germany in December, 1832, and entered Frederick Wohler's private laboratory in Cassel, there being at that time no university laboratories arranged for the regular reception of students ; and it is believed that he was the first American student to study analytical chemistry in Germany. After a year with Wohler, he went to Berlin, and spent an equal amount of time with Gustav Magnus. The remainder of his three years abroad was devoted to the practical study of chemistry applied to the arts in the manufacturing centers of the Continent and England.
With an education probably unequalled at that time by any chemist in America, he returned to the United States, and, in 1836, established in Philadelphia a laboratory for instruction in chemical analysis and applied chemistry. This institution soon acquired considerable distinction, being the first of its kind in this country, and during the course of a few years nearly fifty students availed themselves of his instruction, most of whom have since acquired distinction. The list included John F. Frazer, professor of chemistry at the University of Pennsylvania in 1844-72; Thomas H. Garrett, who became his partner in the analytical business and survived him; Robert E. Eogers, professor.
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